
DECLARATION OF LAUSANNE

Ftnsr lNreRHarroNAL SvMposlut't
oN THE TnrHsrrroN or PnorEsstoNAL DaNcens

Dance is an important component of the cultural life of every society. ln utilizing movement, the most
honest form of human communication, professional dancers play a vital role in neflecting society to
itself and others. Dancers also contribute economically through their work The career of the dancer is

intense and of short duration and, despite regional and cultural variations, every dancer must face the
reality of transition.

l. DaNcens coNsrtrurE AN ti'tpoRTANT REsouRcE FoR soctETy.

Their passion and dedicatìon to their art are valuable skills which are transferable to vanous other
fìelds, both within and outside the artistic world:

o the dancer is a competìtive, goal-oriented, hard-working, disciplined professional with a high ievel of
motivation;

o the dancer has an engaging presence and lamina;
o the dancer is skilled in workng effectively both independently and as part of a team.

2. Socrerv sHouLD ACKNoWLEDGE THE coNTRrBUTroN oF THE DANCER To socrETy IN pRAcrtcAL wAys.

Because society benefìts from the dancers' ar1 dunng their dance career and from their activrties after
transition, society should assist in the transition process:

o the profession of dancermust have an appropriate legal status in each country;
o the dancer must benefit from social security, health insur¿nce, dìsabilÇ and sickness pension, and

retraining schemes available to other citizens, regardless of whether he or she is an employee or
independent contracton
¡ a dancer whose transition occurs due to injury must receive equivalent benefìts to those accorded

to other injured wokers;
o each govemment must help to ensure thatthe fìnancial needs of the transition process can be met;

the intemational mobility of dancers, it is important to develop and maintain an

international structure--to-eoold_inate transition programs and encourage the development and

. access to re-training and counselling to the unique concems of dancers is

crucial and necessary as a tool for successful transition; the most to deliver this support
transition of
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access to programs in professional dance schools which provide comparable and comprehensive
technical and academic training.

o academic education should resutt in a formal degree comparable to degrees received by other
students at age I 8-19;

o tr¿ining must include practical skills useful dunng and after the performing career, such æ oral and
written communication skills, business skills, assertiveness training, etc.;

This declaration was prepared following the First lnternational Symposium on the Transition of
Professional Dancers, under the patronage of Unesco at the Universþ of Lausanne (Swi?erland), May
5-7, 1995, lt is based on the conclusions of professionals of 17 countries in various fìelds of dance
(medicine, psychology, artistic direction, fundraising, corporate sponsorship, joumalism, labor relations,
education, and per"formance) who attended the Symposium.
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